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Membership Letter No, 2. Yebruery 17, 1923. 


FREIGHT TRANSPORTATION SHORTAGE 


During the lest. two months, ulthough it hes sometimes been herd for 
canners to get curs for shipments, no actual shortage has been reported to this of-~ 
fice. However, within the >ast few days, the railroad situation regarding cars has 
become more acute and the Association is receiving requests for .assistance. 


Owing to the general prosperous condition of business, and the situa- 
tion which the railroads are called upon to face, it is believed tha t the car 
8 hortage will becaze uore and siore acute, and canners should take advantage of 
every :ossidle op vortunity to get their shipments of su; lies in as early as pos- 
8 ible, There may be soe let-up betw een the first of ‘arch and the middle of 
April, but from that time on indications point to @ n increased demand which the 


railroads will find it exceedingly hard t5 be ndle. 


As is know, the 1.C. A. has a working arrangesent with the Ca r Ser- 
vice Division of the Ascrican Reilway Associa tion and is in & yosition at all 
times to render assistance whenever it is zossible. Any member of the Association 


needing help Gf this kind can receive the same by either writing or wiring the 
Secretary. 


Tentative List of Net Weights Distributed for Criticism 


The Jational Canners Associatian will soon semi to the camming indus- 7 
try, in tentative form, a new list of arbitrary weights, to be put upon the labels 
of canned fooas, to comly with the Food and Drugs Act. The last list of these 
weights was printed in 1515, 


As directed by the Conference Caxmiittee of the National Wholesale 
Grocers Association ana the National Canners Association, the new list goes for- 
Ward to wembere of the res ,ective Associations with the request that any criticisxe 
OF Suggestions se uede on or vefore March 15th to either of the two secreteries. 


Bills for the first quarter for membership dues, dba sed upon the new 
rate of assessment, have been mailed to wewbers of the National Canners Associa~ 
tion, The Board of Directors decided that the dues for 1923 should be assessed 
on the basis of one-half cent per case, on the 1922 pa ck, which is one-half of 
the rate of assessment for the 192 2 dues + Bills will be sent out each quarter. 
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Weekly letter--2 


It is & great satisfaction to the Board of Directors and the Executive 
Committee thet, on account of the very large nuwber of applications for membershiy 
recently received, the Association will be asle to accomplish more canprebensive 
work thas n under the old plan, even with the dues thus reduced, Ifa il canmers 
would join the Association, the dues could be reduced even more, for the — 
weubership, the samller the dues. This reduction of membershi> dues is o step 
werd, & nd it is hoped that members will meke every effort to get non-members in 


Million C.F.W. Streamer Distritution Breaks Record, 


4 w onderful newrecord has been estavlished in the distrivution of 
Ca mned Foods Week window streamers, Whereas last year 325,000 were distributed ath 
and this was thought to be agood showing--latest returns revea 1 the fact that, ~ 
the great event still two weeks off, over 1,000,000 of the 1923 streamers have been 
sent to various parts of the country. 


In the meantime, the sending out of a quarter of « nillion souvenir - 
lithogra shed Canned Foods Weel ba nks has boen going. merrily along, An idea A 
the size of this distributing rroyosition may be gu ined when it is Imown that 
shipment almost ewanped the local cost office. It is said such a volume of cans 
means saQnething like fran fifteen to twenty carloa ds. 


A big booster banquet of brokers, jobbers, and retailers, will be _— 
in Milwe ukee, within the week, for the vurpose of farming preliminary Canned a 
Week plans. There will ve an address by Royal F. Clexk, National Chaiman of t 
Canned Foods Yeex Committee, and his remarks will be broadcasted by radio, There 
is to be a sizilar banquet in St. Louis. Mr, Clark will also make three radio ad~ 


dresses during Canned Foods “eek. In fact, the radio plans are a story in themselves 
and this will be told at an early da te. 


Things seem to ve poppin; all along the line, « nd it is to be regretted 
that the short space here will not permit the chronicling of deta iled plans in... 


various cities . The reader, however, may rest assured tha t there is every indi- 
ca tion of unprecedented suceess for the forthcaing Week, 


Section Chaimen Now Vice Presidents. 


Following the action at Atlantic City a uthorizing their elevation, 


Fresident Anderson has a ,rointed the chairmen of all the Sections vice presidents 
of the National Canners Association. 


According to our records, the chairmen who were elected at Atlantic City 
or were contimed in office, are as follows: 


Joseph N. Shriver, “estminster, Md., Corn Section; Charles H, Hut, Os - 
wego, N,Y,, Pea Section; George E. Diament, Cedurvilie, 1.J., Tomato Section; 

W.W.Vilaer, Clyde, Ohio, Kraut Section; Edward S. seynolds, Sturgeon Bay, Wis., Fruit 
Section; Evan W. Reicheldorfer, Chiliicothe, Ohio, Wa: and Green Bean Section; Wade 
Streot, Chicago, Ill., Catsup Section; ‘ierritt Greene, Jr,, Marshalltown, Ia., Baked 


Bean Section; £.S.Tnorne, Geneva, 1.Y., Punpikin Section; and Dr, T.0. Goeres, Lodi, 
Wis ., of the newly-formed Beet Section. 


Each of the above chairmen is now officially designated as a vice presi- 
dent of the Association, This is one of the most progressive steps in the history 
of the Association. I[t is now expected that there will be more frequent meetings of 


the Sections , and that definite suggestions ‘vill be forthcoming regarding the 
further strengthening of this inportent work, 
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News lotter--3 


Influence of Exhaust in Canning. 


The Research Laboratory of the National Cannsrs Association is meking 4 
systenatic study of the influence of exhaust in canning foods. This includes the 
relative efficiency of different methods of exhausting in removing air from the con- 
tents of the can and a study of the influence of the oxygen of the air when any con~ 
s iderable eamowmt is left in the can, 


Dr, E. F. Xohkzan of the Research Lutoratory gave an address on this sub~ 
ject before the Fruit Section at the recent Atlantic City Convention, Soue of its 
imrortent features are as follows: 


It is @ well lmown fact that the oxygen of the air corrodes, or, 46 we 
comnonly say, rusts, a tin container when it is filledeither with water or any fooc 
Froduct. Any oxygen in the can at the timeit is closed is therefore harmful because 
it hestems the action of the contents uwoon the can, In the case of fruits this is « 
seriovs objection, inasmuch as these acid products eventwally perforate the can. 


The oxygen may be carried into the can in three different ways : (lst) 
the water contains oxygen in solution; (2nd) the fruits contain oxygen in the inter- 
cellular spaces; and (3rd) acertain amount of air is trapped in the headspace. 


In any causes the oxygen in solution in water accounts for the greater 
pert th.t is introduced into the can, because many fruits contain very little oxy-: 
gen, They are continually "breathing" or using up oxygen, and in this way tend to 
Giuinish the asount in them, Certain fruits, however, among them apples, contain 
very ler.e axounts of oxygen, and to eliminate the oxygen from them special means 
ist te teken, To elininete the oxygen from the water it is only necessary to boil 
it vigorously for a few sinutes. In order to diminish the anount of air trapped in 
the headspace of the can, it is passed through an exhaust box. 


Canned Foods Cases Under Invest ication. 


Within the past few days the National Canners Association has received 


reports of cases of illness alleged to be due to eating canned foods and involvirg <« 
the following cozmodities: 


Canned peas 

Canned corn 

Canned s:inach 

Canned soup (2) 

Canned "foals" 

Canned touatoes 

Creaned chicken (not canned) 


These reports are now veing thoroughly investigated and results will be made known 
to members in the usual way. 


Very truly yours, 
NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION, 
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